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THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN  AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE 
BOROUGH  OF  BEBINGTON. 

Your  Worship,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  this,  my  first  annual  report  to  you. 

In  spite  of,  or  perhaps  because  of  the  very  poor  summer,  the  year 
was  uneventful.  Only  one  case  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  in  the  borough 
very  late  in  the  year  and  mild  in  character.  Fewer  cases  of  sonne  dysentery 
and  food  poisoning  were  notified. 

There  were  several  changes  in  the  professional  and  clerical  staff 
during  the  year.  When  I joined  the  staff  at  the  end  of  July  the  additional 
public  health  inspectors  were  reduced  to  three  and  another  resignation 
meant  a drop  to  two.  Fortunately  we  were  able  to  bring  the  staff  to  the  full 
establishment  again  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

Shortage  of  professional  staff,  inspectors  and  nurses  does  not 
apparently  incommode  the  public  except  perhaps  in  delay  in  investigating 
complaints  over  the  short  term  but  in  the  long  run  it  could  be  serious  and 
the  ultimate  cost  to  the  community  inestimable. 

As  well  as  pressing  on  with  the  more  topical  subjects  of  smoke 
abatement,  industrial  hygiene  and  food  hygiene  only  by  constant  vigilance 
and  inspection  can  the  older  environmental  problem  of  housing  be  kept 
under  control  otherwise  fairly  recently  built  houses  will  rapidly  and  untimely 
become  unfit. 

As  is  usual  my  annual  report  as  Divisional  Medical  Officer  is 
appended. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  thank  all  the  members  of  the  staff 
and  those  of  other  departments  who  have  been  so  helpful  to  me  and  in 
particular  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  who  is  responsible  for  much  of 
the  information  in  this  report  and  the  Chief  Clerk  who  has  helped  to 
compile  it. 

F.  S.  MELVILLE, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Town  Hall, 
Bebington. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS 


Area  in  acres  12,244 

Registrar  General’s  estimated  population  (mid  1 956)  49,950 

Inhabited  houses  at  31st  December,  1956  15,051 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1956  £693,482 

Yield  of  a Penny  Rate  (Estimate  for  1956/57)  £2,870 


Live  Births  : — 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


Total  Male  Female 
738  364  374 

15  II  4 


753 


Birth  rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  population  15.1 

Birth  rate  adjusted  by  comparability  factor  of  1 .05  15.8 

Birth  rate  per  1 ,000  population  for  England  and  Wales  15.7 


Still  Births 

Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  17  8 9 

Illegitimate  I I 

18 


Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  23.3 

For  England  and  Wales  23.0 


Infant  Deaths  : — 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  ONE  year— Legitimate 16 

Illegitimate  Nil 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  ONE  year  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  related  live  births  21.2 

For  England  and  Wales  23.8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 21.7 

Deaths  of  infants  under  FOUR  WEEKS  —Legitimate  13 

Illegitimate  Nil 

Death  rate  of  infants  under  FOUR  WEEKS  : — 

All  infants  per  1,000  related  live  births  17.3 

For  England  and  Wales  16.9 


Deaths  : — 

Total  Male  Female 

509  264  245 

Death  rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  10.2 

Death  rate  adjusted  by  comparability  factor  of  1.12  11.4 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  for  England  and  Wales  11.7 
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Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (including  Enteritis) 

under  2 years  of  age  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  Nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  I 

Deaths  from  Diphtheria  (all  ages) Nil 

Number  of  Maternal  Deaths  Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 


for  England  and  Wales  0.56 

TABLE  I 

Comparative  Annual  Numbers  and  Rates  of  Births  and  Deaths 
for  Borough  of  Bebington  since  1939. 


Year 

Popula- 

tion 

Births 

Infant 

Deaths 

Maternal  Mortality 

Deaths  all  ages 

Total 

No. 

Rate 

Per 

1,000 

Popu’n 

Total 

No. 

Rate 

Per 

1,000 

/Live 

Births 

Puer. 

Fever 

Other 

Rate 

Per 

1,000 

/Live 

Births 

Total 

No. 

Death 

Rate 

(adjusted) 

1939 

42,000 

781 

18.61 

34 

43.53 

0 

2 

2.56 

396 

9.38 

1940 

43,180 

682 

13.48 

46 

67.2 

2 

1 

4.68 

470 

10.88 

1941 

41,910 

688 

16.42 

36 

52.6 

0 

1 

1.46 

482 

11.5 

1942 

41,880 

748 

17.8 

21 

28.07 

_ 

_ 



403 

9.6 

1943 

41,300 

748 

18.1 1 

47 

62.83 

_ 

— . 

455 

1 i.OI 

1944 

41,970 

857 

20.41 

36 

42.00 

_ 

_ 



434 

10.34 

1945 

42,390 

788 

18.3 

39 

49.00 

1 

2 

3.8 

419 

10.02 

1946 

45,620 

875 

19.4 

45 

51.0 

_ 

1 

1.14 

489 

10.8 

1947 

46,640 

914 

19.6 

47 

51.3 

— 

1 

1.09 

470 

lO.I 

1948 

46,780 

809 

17.2 

37 

45.5 

_ 

1 

1.2 

432 

9.2 

1949 

47,030 

706 

14.9 

24 

33.9 

2 

2.8 

471 

9.9 

1950 

47, 1 50 

687 

14.5 

18 

26.2 

— 

1 

1.4 

460 

9.7 

1951 

47,300 

648 

13.7 

17 

26.3 

1 

1.52 

562 

11.6 

1952 

47,790 

651 

13.7 

17 

26.2 

_ 

- 

529 

1 1.0 

1953 

48,220 

643 

12.9 

21 

32.6 

— 

499 

1 1.0 

1954 

48,740 

635 

13.7 

15 

23.6 

_ 

-- 

478 

10.2 

1955 

49,  ICO 

663 

14.2 

19 

28.7 

_ 

- 

513 

10.8 

1956 

49.950 

753 

15.8 

16 

21.2 

509 

1 1.4 

Population. 

The  estimated  population  of  the  area  of  the  borough  at  the  30th 
June,  1956  was  49,950.  This  is  an  increase  of  850  and  continues  the 
upward  trend  which  has  been  uninterrupted  since  the  end  of 
the  war. 


All  statistical  data  for  the  year  throughout  this  report  is  based 
on  the  mid-year  estimate  of  49,950. 
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TABLE  M 

Causes  of  Death 
1956. 

Arranged  according  to  Registrar  General’s 
Short  Classification,  Age  and  Sex. 


0- 

5- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65- 

t 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory 

1 

4 

2 

2 

6 

3 

5.  Whooping  Cough  

1 

1 

— 

9.  Other  Infective  and 

Parasitic  Diseases 

1 

- 

1 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  Stomach 

2 

1 

4 

6 

6 

7 

II.  ,,  „ Lung,  Bronchus 

1 

8 

4 

a 

1 

15 

5 

12.  ,,  „ Breast 

2 

1 

3 

- 

6 

13.  ,,  „ Uterus 

1 

1 

- 

2 

14.  Other  Malignant  and 

Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

1 

1 

2 

3 

10 

6 

1 1 

14 

25 

23 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia 

1 

1 

- 

16.  Diabetes  

1 

2 

1 

2 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  Nervous  System 

7 

7 

14 

38 

21 

45 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina 

3 

2 

35 

9 

40 

26 

78 

37 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  disease 

1 

1 

10 

4 

1 1 

20.  Other  Heart  Disease 

1 

9 

3 

25 

30 

35 

33 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Disease 

1 

1 

5 

3 

6 

4 

22.  Influenza  

1 

- 

1 

23.  Pneumonia  

1 

1 

2 

14 

20 

17 

21 

24.  Bronchitis  

6 

3 

1 1 

4 

17 

7 

25.  Other  Diseases  of 

Respiratory  System 

1 

2 

3 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 

2 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  & Diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  Prostate 

1 

1 

- 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion 

“ 

- 

31.  Congenital  Malformations 

2 

2 

2 

2 

32.  Other  defined  and 

ill-defined  diseases 

5 

7 

1 

3 

2 

6 

1 1 

9 

19 

25 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  accidents  

1 

2 

1 

3 

1 

34.  All  other  accidents 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

3 

35.  Suicide  

1 

- 

1 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  ofWar 

“ 

TOTALS 

9 

10 

1 

- 

2 

1 

9 

14 

90 

46 

153 

174 

264 

245 

9 

1 

3 

2 

3 

136 

327 
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Bebington  figures  are  calculated  on  the  weights  given  in  the  Registrar  General’s  Quarterly  Return  for  June,  1956,  being 
the  most  recent  standard  set  of  weights  available. 

Too  much  significance  cannot  be  placed  on  this  table  for  an  isolated  year  but  it  is  hoped  to  continue  it  year  by  year  when  it 
should  demonstrate  how  trends  in  Bebington  agree  or  disagree  with  those  nationally. 


8 


Births. 

753  live  births  were  referable  to  the  borough  which  gives  a rate 
of  15.8  per  thousand  of  the  population  compared  to  663  and  14.2  the 
previous  year.  There  has  been  a progressive  upward  trend  since  1953. 

15  illegitimate  births  were  registered  during  the  year. 


Deaths. 

There  were  509  deaths  referable  to  Bebington  during  1956,  giving 
a crude  death  rate  of  10.2  and  an  adjusted  death  rate  of  1 1.4. 


Deaths  from  various  causes. 

Table  1 1 1 is  given  to  show  the  more  important  diseases  which 
are  responsible  for  the  deaths  of  people  many  of  whom  are  still  well 
within  the  normal  retiring  age  of  sixty-five.  In  a country  where  the 
proportion  of  the  population  in  the  non-productive  years,  under 
fifteen  and  over  sixty-five,  becomes  increasingly  larger,  the  loss  of 
life  in  the  middle  age  is  a serious  matter  to  the  community  and  more 
efforts  to  determine  the  epidemiology  of  the  diseases  which  cause  this 
loss  of  life  must  be  made. 


As  would  be  expected  the  local  and  national  figures  are  more 
or  less  similar  but  there  does  seem  to  be  a significantly  higher  death 
rate  for  coronary  disease  in  both  sexes  locally,  although  why  this 
should  be  so  is  not  apparent.  The  figures  for  England  and  Wales 
are  those  for  1955  because  they  are  the  most  recent  available  and  too 
close  comparisons  should  not  be  drawn. 


Infant  Mortality. 

The  total  infant  deaths  numbered  sixteen  during  the  year 
giving  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  21.2  per  thousand  live  births  as 
compared  to  28.7  during  1955.  This  is  the  lowest  rate  ever  recorded 
in  the  borough  and  appreciably  below  the  national  level.  Thirteen 
of  the  sixteen  children  dying  were  less  than  four  weeks  old.  This  is 
characteristic  and  it  is  in  this  age  group  that  it  will  be  difficult  to 
improve  as  such  children  are  in  the  main  children  with  serious  defects 
or  congenital  abnormalities,  or  are  born  in  difficult  circumstances  for 
many  reasons  maternal  and  foetal. 


No  maternal  death  has  occurred  in  the  borough  since  1951. 
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TABLE  IV. 


Number  of  notified  infectious  diseases  occurring  in  Bebington  according  to 
year  and  disease  (excluding  non-borough  cases  notified  from  hospital). 


Y 

E A 

R 

DISEASE 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

Scarlet  Fever 

74 

76 

54 

55 

72 

46 

77 

55 

34 

15 

Diphtheria  

II 

31 

15 

4 

3 

8 

3 

- 

- 

- 

Whooping  Cough 

47 

104 

99 

155 

200 

129 

200 

140 

97 

150 

Measles 

569 

439 

263 

798 

293 

793 

273 

623 

497 

255 

Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

7 

3 

3 

5 

4 

- 

2 

4 

1 

1 

Acute  Encephalitis 
Pneumonia 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

3 

- 

- 

(Primary  & Influenzal) 

25 

40 

43 

16 

57 

30 

27 

36 

22 

16 

Meningococcal  Infection  

4 

- 

- 

3 

3 

3 

1 

3 

3 

2 

Typhoid 

- 

- 

- 

2 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Paratyphoid 

2 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

Dysentery  

1 

- 

- 

36 

49 

7 

27 

17 

36 

19 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

69 

60 

19 

17 

23 

47 

9 

Erysipelas  

8 

1 1 

9 

9 

6 

9 

14 

7 

9 

14 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

1 

3 

2 

- 

- 

2 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

9 

2 

2 

1 

5 

4 

2 

1 

3 

1 

Notification  of  non-borough  cases  from  Clatterbridge  Hospital  during  1956: — 


Dysentery  14  Meningococcal  Infection  2 

Food  Poisoning  2 Poliomyelitis  II 

Measles  2 Scarlet  Fever  3 

Whooping  Cough  I 


TABLE  V. 


Notified  Infectious  Diseases  during  year  1956  occurring  in  the  different  Wards. 


Hr.  Bebington 

>K 

o 

o 

Lr.  Bebington 

Poulton 

Sunlight 

Park 

New  Ferry 

N.  Bromborough 

S.  Bromborough 

1 

Eastham 

TOTAL 

Scarlet  Fever 



3 

5 

1 







3 

1 

2 

15 

Whooping  Cough 

1 1 

39 

5 

7 

5 

9 

5 

21 

16 

32 

150 

Measles 

18 

19 

18 

3 

33 

24 

45 

12 

20 

63 

255 

Poliomyelitis 

1 



1 

Pneumonia 

3 

4 

1 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

16 

Paratyphoid 

1 

1 

Dysentery 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

3 

5 

2 

3 

3 

19 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

1 

3 



1 

9 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

2 

— 

— 

14 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

2 

2 

Totals 

37 

66 

32 

15 

42 

42 

59 

43 

42 

105 

483 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  year  was  uneventful  so  far  as  infectious  diseases  in  the 
borough  were  concerned. 


Scarlet  Fever. 

Scarlet  Fever  notifications  were  the  lowest  recorded.  This 
disease  is  at  present  in  a very  mild  phase  with  few  complications. 


Diphtheria. 

For  the  third  year  in  succession  no  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified. 
This  is  a true  measure  of  the  success  of  preventative  medicine  but  the 
effort  has  to  be  sustained  and  each  succeeding  generation  of  children 
must  be  immunised  and  there  must  be  no  let-up  in  the  campaign  to  do 
so. 


Measles. 

255  cases  were  notified  in  1956.  The  epidemic  of  Measles  which 
had  started  in  October,  1955  continued  into  the  early  part  of  the  year 
after  which  there  was  a long  period  with  very  few  cases  until  suddenly 
during  December  thirty-nine  cases  were  notified  mostly  in  the  north- 
ern end  of  the  borough. 


Whooping  Cough. 

There  were  more  cases  of  whooping  cough  than  for  some  time, 
but  thanks  possibly  to  immunisation  and  modern  treatment,  this 
disease  is  not  the  source  of  chronic  ill  health  that  it  used  to  be.  The 
one  death  from  whooping  cough  was  in  a child  who  was  ill  fitted  to 
resist  any  disease. 


Dysentery. 

Dysentery  nowadays  almost  inevitably  due  to  the  sonne  strain  of 
the  organism,  provided  twenty-four  notified  cases.  This  is  probably 
a very  low  and  unrealistic  figure  of  its  true  incidence  but  the  disease 
is  more  of  a nuisance  value  than  of  serious  import  except  in  the  very 


young  and  very  old.  With  this  infectious  disease  as  with  the  others 
causing  diarrhoea  and  vomiting  continued  education  in  personal 
hygiene  is  the  only  way  to  keep  it  in  check. 


Food  Poisoning. 

Nine  confirmed  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the  year. 
There  was  one  outbreak  causing  seven  cases  where  the  organism 
isolated  was  Salmonella  Newport.  The  source  of  the  infection  was 
thought  to  have  been  food  eaten  at  a restaurant  outside  the  borough 
where  these  seven  were  members  of  a much  larger  party,  but  none  of 
the  suspected  food  was  available  for  examination  and  nothing  suspic- 
ious was  found  otherwise.  The  other  two  notifications  were  of 
isolated  cases,  the  organism  in  each  case  being  identified  as  salmonella 
typhimurium. 


Poliomyelitis. 

One  case  was  notified  late  in  the  year.  This  was  a boy  of  six 
years  who  had  a mild  paralytic  attack  and  has  made  a good  recovery. 


Paratyphoid. 

One  case  was  notified  in  the  early  part  of  the  year.  No  contacts 
were  infected  and  the  cause  of  the  illness  was  not  determined. 
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Tuberculosis. 

The  primary  notification  rate  for  respiratory  tuberculosis  has  not 
varied  significantly  over  the  last  ten  years.  It  is  difficult  to  see  why 
this  should  be  so  as  the  standard  of  living  has  steadily  risen  since  the 
war,  housing  has  become  a little  easier  and  certainly  within  the  last 
year  or  two  waiting  lists  for  beds  have  dwindled,  with  the  result  that 
early  infectious  cases  are  not  having  to  remain  at  home  infecting 
others  in  the  family.  It  may  be  that  it  is  too  early  to  judge  and  that 
the  next  few  years  will  show  improvement. 


The  notifications  of  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  has  decreased 
significantly  during  the  last  two  years  and  it  is  hoped  this  continues. 


There  has  been  a slight  set-back  in  the  death  rate  from  respiratory 
tuberculosis,  but  the  numbers  are  now  so  few  that  the  figures  are 
statistically  rather  suspect. 


It  is  worth  noting  that  all  but  one  of  nine  deaths  occurred  in 
persons  over  the  age  of  forty-five. 


TABLE  VI. 

Primary  notifications  and  the  number  of  deaths  from  tuberculosis 

during  1956. 


Age  Periods 

Primary  Notifications 

1 

De 

iths 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Years 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0—  1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1—  5 

_ 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5—15 

2 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15—25 

5 

4 

_ 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

25—35 

2 

5 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

35—45 

4 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

45—55 

3 

3 

- 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

55—65 

4 

2 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Over  65 

4 

1 

- 

— 

3 

Total 

24 

20 

2 1 1 

6 

3 

- 

- 

44 


3 


9 


Nil 


47 


9 


13 


TABLE  VII. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  primary  notifications,  the  number  of 
deaths,  and  the  death  rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  during  the  last  ten  years: — 


Primary  Notifications 

Number  of  Deaths 

Year 

Non- 

Non 

_ 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Respiratory 

Total 

Rate/ 

Total 

Rate/ 

Total 

Rate/ 

Total 

Rate/ 

No. 

1000 

No. 

1000 

No. 

1000 

No. 

1000 

popul’n 

popul’n 

popul’n 

popul’n 

1947 

36 

0.753 

8 

0.17 

21 

0.45 

3 

0.06 

1948 

37 

0.79 

5 

O.ll 

18 

0.38 

2 

0.04 

1949 

50 

1.06 

6 

0.13 

23 

0.49 

2 

0.04 

1950 

41 

0.87 

8 

0.17 

1 1 

0.23 

— 

— 

1951 

47 

0.99 

9 

0.19 

1 1 

0.23 

4 

0.08 

1952 

42 

0.88 

II 

0.23 

II 

0.23 

4 

0.08 

1953 

35 

0.73 

5 

0.10 

4 

0.08 

1 

0.02 

1954 

42 

0.86 

12 

0.25 

2 

0.04 

2 

0.04 

1955 

29 

0.59 

2 

0.04 

5 

0.10 

— 

— 

1956 

44 

0.88 

3 

0.06 

9 

0.18 

— 

— 

Death- 
rate 
from 
Resp. 
T.  B. 


England 
& Wales 
per  1000 
popul’n 


0.55 
0.51 
0.49 
0.36 
0.32 
0.24 
0.20 
0.18 
0.13 
0.1 1 


Total  Live  Register  at  31st  December,  1956. 


Respiratory  Cases 
Non-Respiratory  Cases 


450  (Dec.  1955  418) 

71  (Dec.  1955  70) 


521 


488 


Medical  Examinations. 

During  the  year  the  Medical  Officer  has  carried  out  120  medical 
examinations  for  new  employees,  superannuation  and  sick  pay 
purposes. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  E.  V.  Crapper,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
for  the  following  report  on  the  sanitary  and  other  inspections  of  the 
area. 


TABLE  VIII. 


Table  showing  total  numbers  and  types  of  Inspections  made  by  Public  Health 

Inspectors  during  1956. 


Number  and  Nature  of 
Inspections  Made 

Total 

for 

1956 

In- 

formal 

Statu- 

tory 

Com- 

plied 

With 

Out-  1 Legal 
standing!  Procee- 
1 dings 

Dwelling  houses  inspected 

836 

404 

- 

- 

56 

- 

Dwelling  houses  re-inspected 

2125 

298 

37 

295 

- 

- 

Lodging  Houses 

27 

9 

- 

9 

- 

- 

Canal  Boats 

4 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

93 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

Offices 

1 1 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Public  Schools 

53 

7 

- 

7 

- 

- 

Private  Schools 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Places  of  Entertainment 

32 

3 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Public  Conveniences 

17 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Dry  Closets  

2 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Tents,  Vans  & Sheds 

58 

1 1 

2 

1 1 
8 

- 

- 

Factories,  mechanical  power 

58 

8 

- 

- 

- 

,,  without  ,,  ,, 

22 

3 

- 

3 

- 

- 

Workplaces 

12 

3 

- 

3 

- 

- 

Courts  and  Passages 

40 

2 

1 

1 

86 

- 

- 

House  Drainage 

998 

161 

9 

- 

- 

Ditches  and  Watercourses 

19 

5 

- 

5 

- 

- 

Cesspools  

100 

4 

- 

4 

- 

- 

Smoke  Abatement  and  Observations 

215 

38 

2 

J6 

2 

- 

Offensive  Accumulations 

57 

1 1 

- 

1 1 

- 

- 

Heating  Appliances  Act 

14 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Verminous  Premises 

559 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Hairdressers 

16 

4 

- 

4 

- 

- 

Dustbins 

1352 

813 

- 

793 

20 

- 

Keeping  of  Animals 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Pet  Shops 

30 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Slaughterhouses  

361 

3 

- 

2 

1 

— 

Piggeries  

□ 

1 

- 

1 

- 

Cowsheds  and  Farms 

20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Dairies  and  Milk  Retailers 

20 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Hawkers 

18 

4 

- 

4 

- 

- 

Shops  Act  

X 

229 

14 

- 

14 

6 

- 

Butchers  Shops 

124 

35 

- 

13 

22 

- 

Grocers  

108 

16 

- 

9 

7 

- 

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

37 

7 

- 

4 

3 

2* 

Fried  Fish 

3 

1 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Wet  Fish  

6 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Bakehouses  and  Confectioners 

36 

4 

- 

3 

- 

- 

Cafes,  Kitchens  and  Canteens 

98 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Ice  Cream  Premises 

27 

4 

- 

4 

- 

- 

Other  Food  Premises 

48 

12 

- 

10 

2 

- 

Licensed  Premises 

Feed  and  Drugs  Act  SamOling: 

47 

10 

10 

■ 

■ 

(1)  Visits 

51 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

(2)  Sampling  (a)  Bacteriological 

153 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

(b)  Nature,  Substance  etc. 

124 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

268 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Infectious  Disease  enquiries 

172 

- 

- 

- 

- 

“ 

Swimming  Bath  Water 

8 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Soil  Sampling 

39 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Rodent  Control 

636 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Miscellaneous 

158 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Appointments  outside  Office 

243 

- 

— 

— 

— 

TOTALS 

8808 

1912 

52 

1 1368 

120 

1 6 

X Visits  by  Inspectors  re  Closing,  etc.,  not  included. 


Pending  at  end  of  year. 


15 


HOUSING. 

Inspections. 

House-to-house  visits  were  continued  on  a limited  scale. 
Altogether  93  houses  were  inspected  and  by  the  end  of  the  year 
repairs  had  been  completed  in  14  instances.  In  regard  to  the  remain- 
ing 79  houses,  instructions  had  been  given  for  the  Housing  notices  to 
be  dealt  with. 

Clearance  Areas. 

17  houses,  which  were  represented  in  1955,  were  demolished 
after  the  occupants  had  been  rehoused  by  the  Corporation. 

During  the  year  26  further  houses  were  represented  and  will  be 
dealt  with  (subject  to  confirmation  by  the  Ministry)  in  1957. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses. 

During  the  year  I I families  from  Individual  Unfit  Houses  were 
rehoused.  4 further  houses  were  represented. 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rent  Act,  1954. 

During  1956: — 

12  applications  were  made  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair. 

1 1 Certificates  were  issued. 

I Certificate  was  refused. 

Following  work  which  was  carried  out  there  were: — 

12  applications  for  Revocation  of  Certificates  and  they  were  all 
granted. 

General  Repairs. 

General  house  repairs  under  both  the  Housing  Act  and  the  Public 
Health  Act  caused  much  work  by  supervision  and  revisits.  Over  200 
appointments  were  kept  at  various  premises  with  owners,  agents, 
architects  and  contractors. 

Verminous  Premises. 

466  visits  were  made  in  regard  to  prevention  and  treatment  of 
vermin.  Prevention  consisted  in  the  examination  of  furniture  and 
belongings  of  those  to  be  rehoused  by  the  Council. 

Treatments  included  : — 

27  rooms. 

23  beds. 

143  other  articles. 

Houses  were  disinfested  as  follows  : — 

34  treated  for  boring  beetles. 

25  treated  for  other  pests. 
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In  32  instances  advice  was  given  to  householders  in  regard  to 
woodworm  eradication  and  household  pests. 


Overcrowding. 

Active  co-operation  continues  between  the  Health  Department 
and  the  Housing  Manager  in  regard  to  overcrowded  families. 

Legal  proceedings  were  taken  against  one  tenant  for  creating 
overcrowding  by  sub-letting.  The  tenant  was  convicted  and  fined  £2. 
He  was  also  convicted  and  fined  for  failing  to  inscribe  in  the  rent  book 
the  number  of  persons  allowed  to  occupy  the  premises. 


Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  29  lodging  houses  on  the  register.  In  9 instances 
notices  were  served  to  carry  out  repairs. 


Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 

There  are  no  permanent  tents,  vans  or  sheds  used  for  human 
habitation.  Persistent  trouble  occurs,  however,  by  the  repeated 
encampment  on  land  on  the  riverside  of  New  Chester  Road,  Brom- 
borough  and  New  Ferry,  of  gypsies  who  possess  no  sanitary  equipment 
and  who  invariably  leave  the  land  littered  with  refuse.  The  usual 
procedure  is  to  notify  the  owners  of  the  land  who  request  action  by 
the  police  but  on  all  occasions  excuses  are  put  forward  for  remaining  on 
the  land  long  enough  to  create  not  only  a public  health  nuisance  but  a 
nuisance  to  neighbouring  residents.  It  does  appear  that  there  should 
be  some  national  effort  to  earmark  properly  equipped  encampment 
grounds  for  gypsies  and  that  any  unauthorised  camping  of  this  nature 
should  be  dealt  with  immediately  and  effectively. 


AIR  POLLUTION 

Riverside  Factories. 

215  official  and  timed  observations  were  made  of  factory  chimneys 
resulting  in  14  informal  notices  for  black  smoke  and  24  for  excessive 
smoke  (not  black).  2 Statutory  notices  were  served. 

Excessive  smoke  was  caused  by  : — 

(1)  Wrong  type  of  fuel. 

(2)  Fire  beds  of  excessive  thickness. 

(3)  Defective  plant. 

(4)  Absence  of  smoke  preventing  devices. 

(5)  Insufficient  smoke  warning  devices. 


17 


This  list  indicates  the  types  of  boilers,  method  of  firing  and  the 
fuel  used. 


TABLE  IX. 


Type 

Total 

No. 

Mech. 

Hand 

Oil 

Coke 

Town 

Gas 

Coal 

Lancashire 

68 

64 

4 

2 

— 

— 

66 

Economic  

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Cochrane  

7 

7 

— 

5 

— 

— 

2 

Vertical  Cross  Tube  

3 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Water  Tube  

18 

18 

— 

3 

— 

— 

15 

Fatty  Alcohol  

3 

3 

— 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Independently  Fired 

Superheater 

3 

3 



2 

1 

— 

Dyphenil  

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Daitherme  

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Robin  Hood  

6 

5 

1 

2 

1 

— 

3 

TOTAL 

114 

107 

7 

18 

1 

6 

89 

I do  feel  that  despite  the  nuisances  being  created  by  careless  stok- 
ing, the  responsibility  must  be  borne  by  the  management  of  the 
industrial  firms  concerned,  and  in  addition  to  warning  devices  being 
fixed  in  boiler-houses,  I would  like  to  see  such  equipment  placed  in 
the  Engineer’s  Office,  or  even  in  the  office  of  the  Works  Manager. 
Too  often  when  calling  at  factories  it  is  found  that  the  Works  Manager 
and  the  Engineer  are  ignorant  of  the  nuisance  existing  at  the  time. 
This  should  not  be  so  if  a clean  air  conscience  existed  from  the  manager 
downwards. 

Queen  Elizabeth  1 1 Oil  Dock. 

Four  complaints  were  received  during  the  year.  In  each  case 
the  nuisance  was  remedied  immediately  and  close  contact  exists 
between  the  inspectors  of  your  Authority,  and  the  Manchester  Port 
Health  Authority.  There  is  considerable  traffic  using  this  dock  and 
it  is  stated  that  during  1956,  287  ocean-going  tankers  entered.  In 
addition  there  were  206  small  craft,  including  coastal  tankers,  barges 
ana  tank  cleaning  craft.  Other  craft  to  enter  included  dredgers,  tugs 
etc.,  and  in  this  category  were  over  a thousand  entries.  It  will,  there- 
fore, be  seen  that  smoke  abatement  is  an  important  matter. 

Bromborough  Dock. 

One  notice  was  served  in  regard  to  excessive  dense  smoke  from 
a dredger. 
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GENERAL  SANITATION 


Water  Supply. 

The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by  Mr.  A.  L.  Lyon, 
M.Eng,,M.I.C.E.,  Engineer  to  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board  : — 

The  water  is  supplied  by  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board  from 
three  sources,  /.e.,  Prenton,  Hooton  and  Mouldsworth,  and  is  obtained 
by  pumping  from  deep  wells,  bores  and  adits  by  means  of  steam  and 
electrically  driven  machinery. 

Owing  to  the  exceptional  shortage  of  rainfall  in  the  early  part  of 
1956  restrictions  on  supplies  had  to  be  imposed  during  June  and  July 
but  the  very  heavy  rainfall  of  over  10  inches  during  August  relieved 
the  situation. 

During  1956  work  continued  on  the  new  treatment  works  and 
pumping  station  at  Sutton  Hall,  included  in  the  River  Dee  Scheme 
authorised  by  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Orders  1950  and  1952. 

Good  progress  was  made  on  the  construction  of  a new  storage 
reservoir  at  Ince. 

The  Bala  Lake  Scheme  carried  out  by  the  Dee  and  Clwyd  River 
Board  and  towards  the  cost  of  which  the  West  Cheshire  Water  Board 
have  contributed  40.35  per  cent,  was  officially  opened  during  the 
year  and  came  into  operation  in  August. 

Approval  to  the  laying  of  a pipeline  from  the  Sutton  Hall  works 
to  the  new  thermal  power  station  being  built  by  Messrs.  Lever 
Brothers,  Port  Sunlight,  Limited  was  given  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  towards  the  end  of  the  year. 

The  water  from  the  three  pumping  stations  at  Prenton,  Hooton 
and  Mouldsworth  is  hard,  and  due  to  the  present  supply  position  the 
Board  have  not  been  ab.e  to  soften  the  water  at  each  of  the  stations 
as  they  did  pre-war.  Partial  softening  is  in  operation  at  Mouldsworth, 
and  the  Board  hope  to  resume  full  softening  operations  when  addition- 
al quantities  of  treated  River  Dee  water  are  available.  The  water  at 
each  source  is  sterilised  by  chloramination  at  Prenton  and  Mouldsworth 
and  simple  chlorination  at  Hooton. 

The  pH  reaction  from  our  source  of  supply  continued  to  remain 
within  the  limits  on  an  average  of  7 to  7.5  and  is  non-plumbo  solvent. 
The  samples  from  the  various  sources  are  bright  in  appearance,  most 
frequently  neutral  in  reaction,  and  free  from  iron  and  other  metals, 
with  the  exception  of  the  supply  from  Mouldsworth  Pumping  Station, 
which  shows  a negligible  trace  of  iron.  All  three  sources  produce  a 
pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  public  supply  purposes. 

Witnessed  and  certified  analyses  were  submitted  by  the  Board 
to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during  the  year  at  regular  intervals. 
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House  Drainage. 

998  Inspections  were  carried  out  during  the  year. 

97  Drains  were  plunged. 

79  Drains  were  rodded. 

205  Final  tests  applied  to  buildings. 

17  Smoke  tests  applied  to  existing  buildings  following  sanitary 
notice,  repairs  and  reconstruction. 


Dustbins. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  : — 

2541  Dustbins  had  been  supplied  under  the  Council  Scheme. 
898  Dustbins  had  been  supplied  during  the  year. 

150  Dustbins  had  been  supplied  by  owners  following  notices. 
38  Dustbins  had  been  supplied  by  tenants  following  notices. 
38  Dustbins  were  renewed. 

The  above  figures  do  not  include  Corporation  property. 

During  the  year  : — 

866  Informal  Notices  were  served. 

375  14-day  Notices  were  served. 


Courts,  Passages. 

These  are  regularly  visited  and  appropriate  action  taken  when 
necessary. 

Three  passages  were  paved  with  asphalte  and  provided  with  surface 
drainage  to  suitable  outfalls.  Notices  to  pave  and  drain  three  more 
passages  were  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Public  Conveniences. 

These  are  visited  from  time  to  time  and  upon  complaint  and 
defects,  if  found,  referred  to  the  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor. 


Keeping  of  Pet  Animals. 

Five  premises  are  licensed  under  the  Pet  Animals  Act.  These 
are  visited  at  intervals.  Three  notices  were  served  during  the  year 
in  regard  to  breaches  of  the  licence  conditions.  One  warning  was 
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given  in  regard  to  dirty  premises  and  one  in  regard  to  the  failure  to 
exhibit  name  and  address  of  person  holding  the  key  during  the  hours 
the  shop  was  closed. 

Four  samples  of  animal  foods  were  sent  to  the  bacteriologist, 
all  proved  to  be  satisfactory. 


Sanitary  Conveniences. 

There  are  still  five  privies,  forty-eight  pail  closets,  thirty-five 
earth  closets  and  nine  chemical  closets  in  use  in  the  outer  areas  of  the 
district.  258  houses  are  drained  to  cesspools  or  septic  tanks.  These 
installations  are  regularly  inspected. 


Public  and  Private  Schools. 

These  are  visited  at  regular  intervals,  not  only  in  regard  to 
sanitation  and  defects  of  construction,  accommodation  for  clothing 
etc.,  but  to  inspect  kitchens  and  canteens,  and  the  food  therein. 
During  the  year  a joint  visit  was  made  to  the  school  canteens  by  the 
County  Public  Health  Officer,  the  County  Dietician,  a representative 
of  the  County  Architect’s  Department  and  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector,  following  which  various  improvements  were  carried  out. 


Tips. 

Rodent  control  of  the  tip  was  carefully  supervised  during  the  year 
and  on  one  occasion  special  attention  given  to  destruction  of  rats. 

Altogether  516  rats  were  killed  on  the  tip  and  the  total  amount 
spent  on  this  work  was  £22.10.9. 


Mortuary. 

The  New  Ferry  Mortuary  is  kept  clean  by  workmen  of  the 
department.  During  the  year  20  bodies  were  received  into  the 
mortuary. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

172  enquiries  were  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  regard 
to  infectious  cases. 

During  the  year  : — 

36  Rooms  were  disinfected. 

56  Beds  were  disinfected. 

245  Other  articles  were  disinfected. 

21  Library  books  were  disinfected. 

FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  & 1948. 

The  following  information  has  been  supplied  to  the  Minister  of 
Labour  and  National  Service. 

TABLE  X. 


Inspections  made  under  Factories  Acts,  1937  & 1948. 


On 

Register 

Number  of 

Inspections 

Notices 

Factories  (non-mechanical  power) 

71 

16 

3 

Factories  (mechanical  power) 

78 

41 

8 

Other  premises,  e.g.. 
Electrical  Stations 
Institutions,  Sites  of 
Building  Operations,  etc.. 

10 

6 

1 

159 

63 

12 

Defects  found  and  Remedied 


Found 

Remedied 

Want  of  cleanliness  

4 

4 

Unreasonable  temperature 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation  

1 

1 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

- 

- 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

Insufficient  

2 

2 

Unsuitable  or  defective  

8 

8 

15 

15 
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Outworkers. 

There  are  ten  outworkers  on  the  register  carrying  out  repairs 
to  or  making  wearing  apparel.  No  defects  were  found  on  their 
premises. 


PROTECTION  OF  FOOD  SUPPLIES. 


Routine  visits  to  food  premises  were  continued  throughout  the 
year  and  altogether  624  inspections  were  made. 


There  are  454  shops  or  premises  with  trades  as  follows  : — 


Grocers 

Butchers  

Cafes  and  Kitchens  

School  Canteens  

Factory  Canteens  

Hospital  Canteens  

Greengrocers  and  Fruiterers 

Wet  Fish  Shops  

Fried  Fish  Shops  

Bakehouses  

Confectioners  

Milk  Retailers  

Ice  Cream  Premises  

Licensed  Premises  and  Clubs 

Off-Licence  Premises  

Miscellaneous  Food  Premises  (Sweets  etc.) 
Mobile  Canteens  


102 

42 

52 

25 

18 

5 

46 
25 
19 
14 
36 
36 
1 17 
50 
10 
69 


Following  the  inspections  made  97  informal  notices  were  served 
upon  occupiers,  62  of  these  being  complied  with  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  Much  work  and  progress  was  made,  however,  by  advice  from 
the  inspectors  who  spent  a good  deal  of  time  discussing  the  new 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations  with  occupiers,  managers  and  occasionally 
staff.  The  Wirral  Public  Health  Inspectors  from  Wallasey  to 
Ellesmere  Port  met  on  two  occasions  at  Bebington  with  a view  to 
arriving  at  some  standard  of  interpretation  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations  and  on  the  second  of  these  occasions,  your  Chief  Inspector 
was  able  to  arrange  for  Mr.  Morley  Parry,  Food  Hygiene  Advisory 
Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  to  be 
present  and  to  take  part  in  the  exchange  of  opinions. 

I must  express  appreciation  to  the  many  food  manufacturers, 
retailers,  etc.,  who  have  co-operated  so  well  in  making  the  Food 
Hygiene  Regulations  really  work.  The  following  defects  were  dealt 
with  during  the  year. 
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TABLE  XI. 

Defects  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  Food  Hygiene  Regulations. 

Complied 
Noted  With 

39  29 

63  24 

31  13 

91  I06o 

23  I Ox 

2 2 

44  17 


293  201 

a This  figure  includes  the  cleansing  of  premises  following  notices 
served  at  the  end  of  the  previous  year. 

X Includes  2 instances  where  successful  prosecutions  were  instituted. 


Structural  defects  

Defective  or  dirty  utensils  and/or  equipment 
Unclean  personal  cleanliness,  clothing  etc. 

Dirty  premises  

Food  exposed  to  contamination 

Smoking  whilst  handling  food  

Other  offences  against  Food  Laws 


Despite  the  active  work  of  the  department,  it  is  felt  much  more 
could  be  achieved,  particularly  in  regard  to  food  contamination  and 
dirty  premises  if  housewives  and  other  shoppers  refrained  from 
patronising  such  premises. 

Meat  Inspection. 

TABLE  XII. 

Meat  Inspection  at  Private  Slaughterhouse 
in  New  Ferry — Retailer. 

The  following  table  refers  to  carcases  and  offal  inspected  and 
condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Total 

Number  killed 

96 

3 

18 

667 



784 

Number  inspected 

96 

3 

18 

667 

— 

784 

All  diseases  except  Tubercul 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  ..  — 

osis 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con- 
demned 

33 

3 

95 

131 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspec- 
ted affected 

34% 

100% 

— 

13% 

— 

17% 
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Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs  Total 

and 
Lambs 

Tuberculosis  only 

Whole  carcases 

condemned  — 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con- 
demned   6 

— — — — — 

Percentage  affec- 
ted   6% 

- - - - 1% 

TABLE  XIII. 

Meat  Inspection  at  Private  Slaughterhouse,  Higher  Bebing- 
ton,  slaughtering  animals,  the  largest  percentage  of  which 
meat  is  consumed  outside  the  district. 

The  following  table  refers  to  carcases  and  offal  inspected  and 
condemned  in  whole  or  in  part. 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows  Calves  Sheep  Pigs  Total 

and 
Lambs 

Number  killed  61 1 

Number  inspected  611 

820  — 4078  137  5646 

820  — 4078  137  5646 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 


condemned  — 

Carcases  of  which 

— — 3 — 3 

some  part  or 
organ  was  con- 
demned 244 

279  — 248  3 774 

Percentage  of  the 
n u m b e r in- 
spected affected  40% 

34%  - 6%  2%  14% 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 

condemned  — 

Carcases  of  which 

22  — — — 22 

some  part  cr 
organ  was  con- 
demned 17 

283  — — 2 302 

Percentage  of  the 

number  affected  3% 

37%  - - 1%  6% 

Cysticercus  bovis  was  found  in  19  carcases  at  the  Hr.  Bebington 
Slaughterhouse  (a  percentage  of  1.32%  of  carcases  inspected.)  Of 
these  : — 14  were  bullocks  and  2 were  heifers,  all  between  2 and  4 
years  old  and  all  Irish.  (A  percentage  of  84.2  of  those  affected). 

3 were  cows  between  6 and  10  years  old.  (A  percentage  of  15.7). 


25 


The  incidence  of  this  -parasite  was  not  seasonal  but  evenly 
distributed  throughout  the  year.  The  majority  were  affected  in  the 
masseter  muscles,  only  3 carcases  being  found  with  the  cysts  in  other 
parts  of  the  musculature. 

All  these  carcases  were  treated  in  cold  store  for  3 weeks  before 
being  released  for  sale. 

Other  Condemned  Food. 

TABLE  XIV. 


The  following  table  indicates  the  amount  of  food  found  to  be 
unsound,  other  than  meat  already  referred  to  : — 


739  tins 


Meat 


193  tins  Fruit  and  Vegetables 


25  tins 
41  tins 
34  tins 


tins 

jar 

pkts. 

tin 

pkts. 


4 lbs. 

14  lbs. 

2J  cwt. 

I I2"lbs. 

105  lbs. 

10  lbs. 

15  lbs. 

598  lbs. 

I carcase 
lbs. 

I carton 

16  pkts. 
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5 cases 
18  pkts. 
32  pkts. 
2 pkts. 
3f  lbs. 


Milk,  ate. 

Soup 
Fish 

Conserves 
Pickles 

Creamed  Rice 

Coffee  and  Chickory  Essence 
Sunny  Spread 
Ox  Heart 
Haddock  Fillets 
Cod  Fillets 
Lamb 

Chilled  Meat 
English  Beef 
Buttock  Beef 
Thick  Flank  Trimmings 
Beef 

nd  326  lbs.  Mutton 
Cheese 

Becassine  Cheese  Spread  (Processed) 
Pastry  Mix 
Meat  Pie 
Bramley  Appies 
Hazel  Nut  Chocolate 
Nuts  and  Fruit 
Rice 
Ham 


Disposal  of  Unsound  Food. 

Meat  and  offal  from  the  slaughterhouses  is  stained  with  a vegetable 
dye  before  being  sent  to  dealers  who  are  required  to  sign  a note 
indicating  that  the  unsound  meat  and  offal  is  not  used  for  human 
consumption.  Details  of  all  such  meat  and  offal  are  sent  to  the  Public 
Health  or  Meat  Inspector  of  the  district  to  which  it  is  consigned. 

Small  quantities  of  meat  or  food  from  retail  shops  are  dealt  with 
by  burning  on  the  Council’s  premises. 


26 


Bacteriological  Sampling. 

TABLE  XV. 

The  following  table  refers  to  Sampling  of  Milk  taken  for  clean- 
liness and  freedom  from  pathogenic  organisms  ; — 


T.T.  Pasteurised 

Pasteurised 

T.T.  Farm  Bottled 


Un- 
satisfactory satisfactory 
3 

24  1 1 

2 
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Investigations  were  made  into  the  1 1 unsatisfactory  samples. 


TABLE  XVI. 

The  following  table  refers  to  Ice  Cream  Sampling  : — 


No. 

Taken 

Provisional  Grades 

Faecal  B 
Coli 
Present 

Staph 

Aureus 

Present 

Non-faecal 
B Coli 
Present 

12  3 4 

16 

16  - - - 

- 

The  following  details  are  in  relation  to  specimens  and  samples 
taken  in  connection  with  suspected  food  poisoning  or  with  food 
poisoning  cases. 

197  Faeces  : 6 Sonne  Dysentery  organisms  isolated 

1 1 Salmonella  Newport 
I Salmonella  Muenchen 
3 Salmonella  Typhimurium 
9 Dysentery  Sonne 
167  No  pathogenic  organisms  isolated 
1 1 Urine  No  pathogenic  organisms  isolated 

1 Cream  Cake  Staph.  Aureus  Present 

2 Dish  Cloths  No  pathogenic  organisms  isolated 

I Face  Cloth  No  pathogenic  organisms  isolated 
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FOOD  AND  DRUG  SAMPLING. 
Nature,  Substance  and  Quality. 


TABLE  XVII. 


The  following  shows  the  number  and  type  of  foods  purchased  and 
analysed  by  the  Public  Analyst  : — 


Article 


Pepper  (White) 

Christmas  Puddings  

Cake  Mix  

Icing  Sugar  

Pork  Sausages  

Milk  

Trifle  Pack  

Aspirin  

Chocolate  (Tobler-o-Rum) 
Cream  (Double) 

Gin  

Quinine  (Ammoniated 

tincture  of  Quinine) 

Sweets  (Cough) 

Whisky  

Fish  Cakes  

Koray  Tablets  

Pills  (Head  and  Stomach) 
Teething  Powders 
Cheese  Spread  (Becassine) 

Chewing  Gum 

Flavouring  

Flip  Chocolate  Flavouring 
Glycerine,  Lemon  & Ipec. 
Mint  (Garden,  in  Vinegar) 
Throat  Sweets  (Tunes) 

Orange  Juice  

Pastrymix  

Chocolate  (Drinking) 

Chutney  (Tomato) 

Cocoa  

Coffee  (Pure)  

Coffee  & Chickory  Essence 


No.  of  Samples  of  No.  of  Samples  of 
each  article  each  article 

eaxmined  regarded  as 

adulterated 


In- 


In- 


Formal  formal  Total  Formal  formal  Total 
. - I I _ _ - 

- 3 3 - - - 

, - 2 2 - - - 


23  17  40 


4 


6 


I 

10 


I 


2 

I 

I 

3 


2 


I 

I 

I 


2 

I 

I 

3 

I 

1 

2 
2 


2 


I 


I 
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Article 


Soup  (Cream  of  Chicken 

Flour  (Plain)  

Suet  

Jelly  Chrystals 

Jelly  (Table)  

Margarine  (10%  Butter) 

Meat  Paste  (Chicken  & Ham) 

Rice  

Salt  (Table,  Iodised) 


No.  of  Samples  of 
each  article 
examined 


In- 


No.  of  Samples  of 
each  article 
regarded  as 
adulterated 
In- 


Formal  formal  Total  Formal  formal  Total 


I 


TOTALS 


27  65  92  6 II  17 


Details  of  Samples  Adulterated  or  Below  Standard  ; — 


Sample 
No.  Name 

Formal  or 
Informal 

Nature  of  Adulteration 

Action  Taken 

1 

Milk 

Formal 

Genuine  but  abnormal  defi- 
cient in  solids-not-fat  to  the 
extent  of  3.5% 

Deficiency  not 
due  to  added 
water 

2 

Milk 

Formal 

Deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent 
of  26.6% 

Deficiency  not 
due  to  added 
water 

3 

Pork 

Sausage 

Formal 

Deficient  in  meat  to  the  ex- 
tent of  9.5% 

Letter  sent  to 
manufacturers 

4 

Milk 

Formal 

Deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent 
of  23.3% 

Deficiency  not 
due  not  to  add- 
ed water 

5 

Milk 

Informal 

Genuine  but  abnormal  milk 
deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  2.3% 

Deficiency  not 
due  to  added 
water 

6 

Milk 

Informal 

Genuine  but  abnormal  milk 
deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  1.1% 

Deficiency  not 
due  to  added 
water 

7 

Milk 

Informal 

Genuine  but  abnormal  milk 
deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  2.3% 

Deficiency  not 
due  to  added 
water 
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Sample  Formal  or 
No.  Name  Informal 

8 Flip  Informal 

Chocolate 
Flavouring 

9 Pastry  Informal 
Mix 

10  Flip  Formal 

Chocolate 
Flavouring 

11  Becassine  Informal 
Cheese 

Spread 

12  Milk  Informal 


13  Milk  Formal 


14  Milk  Informal 


15  Iodised  Informal 
Table  Salt 


16  Milk  Informal 


17  Plain  Informal 
Flour 


Nature  of  Adulteration 


Action  Taken 


Flavouring  containing  benzoic  Formal  sample 
acid  preservative  taken 


Pastry  Mix  containing  rancid  Stocks  with- 


fat 


drawn  from  sale 


Flavouring  containing  benzoic  Manufacturers 


acid  preservative 


Cheese  spread  which  was 
mouldy  and  contained  an 
excess  of  water 

Genuine  but  abnormal  milk 
deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  1.1% 

Genuine  but  abnormal  milk 
deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  2.3% 

Genuine  but  abnormal  milk 
deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  2.3% 

Iodised  Table  Salt  containing 
an  excess  of  Iodine 


Genuine  but  abnormal  milk 
deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  2.3% 

Flour  deficient  in  creta 
praeparata  to  the  extent  of 

63% 


altered  label 


Stocks  with- 
drawn from  sale 


Deficiency  not 
due  to  added 
water 

Deficiency  not 
due  to  added 
water 

Deficiency  not 
due  to  added 
water 

Formal  sample 
taken  at  end  of 
year 

Deficiency  not 
due  to  added 
water 

Formal  sample 
taken  at  end  of 
year 


18.4%  of  non-genuine  samples  is  rather  high,  particularly  when  so 
much  food  is  packed  and  produced  by  large  firms.  No  standard  has  yet 
been  fixed  for  the  contents  of  sausages.  10  samples  of  milk  out  of  40 
showing  a deficiency  in  solids-not-fat  is  not  satisfactory.  In  none  of 
these  instances,  however,  was  the  deficiency  due  to  added  water  but 
rather  to  (a)  the  kind  and  quality  of  food  (b)  age  of  cows  (c)  climatic 
and  other  conditions. 
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As  will  be  observed  from  the  table  showing  food  below  standard, 
stocks  were  withdrawn  in  2 instances  (that  of  pastry  mix  and  flour) 
and  the  labelling  was  altered  in  one  instance  to  provide  a more 
accurate  description  of  the  commodity. 


Other  Actions  under  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 


Examination  was  made  of  the  following  food: — 


I  Hospital  milk  not  pasteurised 

Routine  Sampling  Dairyman 


prosecuted  and  fined  £5. 


2 Particles  of  glass  in  milk  bottle 

Complaint  Dairyman  warned. 

3 Foreign  matter  in  milk  bottle 

Complaint  Dairyman  warned 


4 Foreign  matter  in  milk  bottle 

Complaint  Dairyman  warned. 

5 Dirty  milk  bottle 

Complaint  Dairyman  warned 

6 Wasp  in  cream  cake 

Complaint  Baii«ywaw  warned 


Other  Samples. 

Swimming  Bath  Water. 

8 samples  of  water  were  taken  from  the  New  Ferry  Swimming 
Baths.  The  average  plate  count  was  164.12  per  ml.  Two  of  the 
samples  did  not  exceed  10  per  ml. 

Pathogenesis. 

39  samples  of  soil  were  taken  from  various  parts  of  the  borough 
in  connection  with  the  Cancer  Research  being  carried  out  by  the 
Department  of  Agricultural  Chemistry,  Bangor,  Caernarvonshire. 


HEATING  APPARATUS  (FIREGUARDS)  ACT,  1952 

Visits  were  made  to  examine  fireguards  in  regard  to  safety  and 
twenty-one  tests  were  carried  out. 

In  four  instances  the  fireguards  passed  the  prescribed  tests;  in 
the  remainder  they  failed  the  tests.  Where  tests  showed  that  the 
fireguards  were  not  up  to  standard,  advice  was  given. 
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RODENT  CONTROL. 


Reservoir 

Infestation 

of  500  and 

over 

Major  Primary 

Infestation 

of  20  and 

over 

Minor  Secondary  . 

Infestation 

of  up  to 

20 

Others 

Includes  investigations 

where  no 

infestation 

exists. 

The  following  statistics  indicate 

the  work 

carried  out 

during 

1956 

Major 

Minor 

Inspections — 

Reservoir 

Primary 

Secondary 

Others 

By  P.H.  Inspectors 

(0 

18 

164 

231 

By  Rodent  Operatives 

- 

132 

138 

172 

Revisits — 

By  P.H.  Inspectors 

8 

7 

135 

3 

By  Rodent  Operatives 

— 

1505 

924 

— 

18 

1662 

1361 

406 

Rats 

Mice 

No.  of  complaints  receivea  

144 

23 

No.  of  complaints  investigated 

144 

23 

No.  of  premises  inspected 

565 

58 

No  of  infestations — 

(1)  notified  by  occupier  

128 

19 

(2)  otherwise  discovered  

34 

6 

No.  of  infestations  treated 

327 

183 

Types  of  Visit  made — 
Dwelling  Houses 


L.  A.  Property 


Business 

Premises 


Agricultural 

Property 

Other 

Authorities 


(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(1) 

(2) 
(3) 

(1) 

(2) 
(3) 


1234 

Tips  and  non-agricultural  land  370 

Sewage  Works  169 

Sewers  47 

Other  Buildings  305 

Factories  and  Workplaces  249 

Shops  212 

Places  of  Entertainment  5 

Licensed  Premises  25 

Cafes  and  Canteens  

Non-agricultural  land  50 

Market  Gardens  and  Farms  109 

Piggeries  176 

Agricultural  land  I 

Schools  278 

Hospitals  and  Clinics  172 

H.  M.  Forces  (R.A.F.)  2 


3404 
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No.  of  estimates  provided  68 

No.  of  contracts  signed  58 

Estimated  No.  of  Rodents  found  during  1956  8256 

Estimated  No.  of  rodents  killed  during  1956  4997 


58  Contracts  for  £l2l.2.6d. 


Sewer  Treatment. 

Sewer  treatments  have  been  carried  out  in  accordance  with 
Ministry  of  Agriculture  requirements. 


No.  of  Manholes  Test  Baited  368 

No.  of  “Takes”  311 

Complete  “Takes”  27 

Partial  “Takes”  30 

Total  Cost  £ll6.l6.0d. 

Cost  per  Manhole  baited  12.1  Id. 

Cost  per  Infested  Manhole  £4.16.1  Id. 


SHOPS  ACT,  1950 

YOUNG  PERSONS  EMPLOYMENT  ACT,  1938 

The  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  who  is  Chief  Inspector  under 
the  above  mentioned  Acts,  reports  as  follows  : — 


Administration. 

This  concerns  (a)  hours  of  employment  of  young  persons,  (6) 
facilities  for  meals,  (c)  provision  of  seats  for  female  assistants,  (d) 
hours  of  closing,  Sunday  Trading,  and  (e)  provision  and  maintenance  of 
sanitary  accommodation,  v/ashing  facilities,  light,  ventilation  and 
temperature. 

Defects  Found. 


Insufficient  ventilation  6 

Insufficient  temperature  14 

Insufficient  washing  facilities  5 

Insufficient  sanitary  accommodation  24 

Insufficient  light  4 
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All  these  were  remedied  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Offences  Committed. 
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Half  Holiday  notices  not  exhibited  16 

Seats  not  provided  for  female  assistants  4 


Shops  Open  Illegally. 


(a)  After  hours — evening 3 

(b)  After  hours — half  day  12 

(c)  Sunday  Trading  27 


Hours  of  Employment  not  Recorded. 


(o)  Young  Persons 8 

(b)  Sunday  Work  7 
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In  all  instances  warnings  were  given,  and  where  necessary  they 
were  confirmed  in  writing.  No  prosecutions  were  necessary. 

Generally  speaking  the  Acts  were  observed  and  co-operation  of 
the  trade  was  real.  The  few  regular  offenders  were  kept  under 
special  observation  and  the  greatest  difficulty  found  where  garages 
exposed  cars  for  sale  on  Sundays.  Actual  sales  are  difficult  to  prove 
and  it  is  felt  that  this  difficulty  is  made  more  acute  by  the  failure  to 
deal  with  such  sales  in  so  many  other  districts.  The  proper  admin- 
istration of  the  Act,  particularly  in  regard  to  car  sales  on  Sundays, 
can  by  lack  of  uniformity  amongst  Authorities,  drive  trade  out  of  one 
district.  It  therefore  does  appear  to  become  a matter  of  national 
enforcement,  or  a repeal  of  the  part  of  the  Act  concerned. 

There  are  still  a few  shopkeepers  who  fail  to  realise  their  obligat- 
ions in  regard  to  maintaining  a suitable  temperature  for  their  staffs 
and  keep  to  a fixed  date  before  allowing  winter  heating  to  be  provided. 
In  two  instances  the  temperature  provided  for  their  foodstuffs  was 
considered  to  be  more  important  than  that  for  the  staff. 
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Health  Committee 
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G.  Chappell,  O.B.E.,  LLB. 

Offcers  

Jessie  Miller  Tough,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
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Miss  R.  Abraham  Miss  E.  M.  Wright 
Miss  B.  Shepherd  Miss  E.  Foster 

School  Nurse  

Mrs.  D.  Bushell 

Home  Nurses 

Miss  L.  Cullum  Miss  M.  R.  Davies 
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Orthopaedic  Surgeon  G.  A.  Wetherell,  M.Ch.,  Orth.,  F.R.C.S. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon  G.  A.  Moulden,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.L.O. 

Ophthalmic  Surgeon  P.  J.  Devlin,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.O.M.S. 

Physiotherapist  Miss  B.  K.  Munro,  M.C.S.P. 

Speech  Therapist  Miss  K.  Jones,  L.C.S.T. 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  BEBINGTON  DIVISIONAL 

HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Madam  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Dr.  Macdonald  retired  at  the  end  of  July  when  I took  up  my  duties  in 
Bebington  and  in  the  five  months  remaining  of  the  year  I have  attempted  to 
immure  myself  to  the  ways  of  Bebington  and  Cheshire. 

During  the  year  the  major  innovation  has  been  the  introduction  of  a 
vaccine  against  poliomyelitis.  Due  to  the  disaster  in  America  and  the 
rather  maladroit  way  in  which  it  was  introduced  to  the  medical  profession 
and  the  public,  parents  found  it  very  difficult  to  decide  whether  to  have 
their  children  vaccinated  or  not  but  in  spite  of  this  there  were  1 ,798  consents 
in  the  division  which  was  about  33%  of  the  possible  and  this  was  a reason- 
ably favourable  figure  compared  with  the  National  average.  It  now 
seems  apparent  that  while  it  is  early  to  decide  how  effective  the  material 
might  be  that  it  is  safe  and  has  no  untoward  reactions  and  there  seems  to  be 
no  doubt  that  when  there  is  sufficient  material  available  most  parents  will 
take  full  advantage  of  it. 

Meanwhile  the  well  established  prophylactic  inoculations  against 
diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  smallpox  continued  and  it  is  to  be  hoped 
that  with  the  ever  multiplying  number  of  injections  parents  will  not 
default  on  these  proven  older  effective  ones. 

The  volume  of  work  on  the  domestic  help  service  continues  to  grow 
apace.  There  must  be  still  many  handicapped  or  aged  persons  in  the 
borough  who  could  benefit  from  this  service  but  are  unaware  of  the 
service  or  unwilling  to  pay  and  as  a result  slowly  go  down  hill  until  they 
reach  a point  of  no  return.  Some  of  these  are  well  known  to  the  depart- 
ment but  no  amount  of  persuasion  can  make  them  change  their  ideas. 
Eventually  they  become  urgent  candidates  for  hospital  or  more  rarely 
hostel  and  have  to  be  moved  willingly  or  unwillingly.  In  a relatively  free 
country  the  only  answer  would  seem  to  be  to  hope  that  we  can  educate 
the  next  generations  how  to  grow  old  which  seems  to  be  just  as  important 
as  teaching  the  young  on  how  to  grow  up.  Much  lip  service  is  paid  to 
keeping  the  old  in  their  own  homes  but  many  of  them  when  finally  per- 
suaded to  go  into  a hostel  find  a new,  pleasant  and  leisurely  life.  These 
hostels  should  be  as  near  home  as  possible,  near  life,  shops,  pubs,  'buses 
and  so  on  and  with  a population  of 50,000  Bebington  should  have  one  within 
its  boundaries. 

In  conclusion  I would  like  to  record  my  grateful  thanks  to  the  members 
of  the  committee  for  their  kindness  and  interest  and  to  all  the  divisional 
health  staff  who  have  unfailingly  co-operated  with  me  during  my  short 
time  here  and  have  helped  in  the  compilation  of  this  report. 

F.  S.  MELVILLE, 

Divisional  Medical  Officer. 

Town  Hall, 

Bebington. 

May,  1957. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 

HEALTH  SERVICES  ADMINISTERED  AND  MANAGED  BY  THE 
DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE  IN  ACCORDANCE  WITH  THE 
TERMS  OF  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL’S  DIVISIONAL  HEALTH 
ADMINISTRATION  SCHEME,  1948. 


Section  22 — Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

(i)  Day  Nursery 

The  average  daily  attendance  at  the  Day  Nursery,  23.5  compared 
to  21.2  in  1955,  has  risen  slowly  over  the  past  two  years  and  whilst 
it  would  be  idle  to  pretend  that  economically  it  has  reached  a satis- 
factory state  it  would  be  a serious  loss  if  it  had  to  be  closed  down  as 
there  is  a small  but  continuous  demand  for  such  facilities  on  social 
grounds  where  the  mother  is  ill  or  has  to  go  out  to  work  as  the  only 
breadwinner.  The  situation  of  the  nursery,  neither  in  an  easily 
accessible  place  for  the  majority  of  the  population,  nor  near  the  centre 
of  work,  makes  it  more  unpopular  with  mothers  who  might  like  to 
avail  themselves  of  it  but  with  the  spread  of  light  industry  further  out 
New  Chester  Road  to  Bromborough  this  may  change  in  the  next  few 
years. 

Attendances  during  the  year  at  the  Bromborough  Day  Nursery, 
which  has  a capacity  of  30  places,  were  as  follows:— 


TABLE  I 


Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar. 

April 

May 

June 

July 

Aug. 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


Average  daily  attendance 


1 

o 

2—5 

Total 

...  51 

258 

309 

...  70 

277 

347 

...  113 

311 

424 

..  133 

286 

419 

115 

374 

489 

129 

459 

588 

. 129 

452 

581 

...  45 

277 

322 

...  105 

456 

561 

. 113 

536 

649 

..  119 

504 

623 

. 69 

414 

483 

1,191 

4,604 

5,795 

4.8 

18.7 

23.5 
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(ii)  Mother’s  Clinics 

Combined  Ante-natal  and  Post-natal  Clinics  are  held  at  the  New 
Ferry  Welfare  Centre  on  Monday  and  Friday  mornings  where  the 
mothers  are  examined  by  the  consultant  obstetrician  and  where  advice 
and  education  on  maternity  and  infant  care  is  given  by  the  health 
visitors.  Table  1 1 gives  the  attendances  made  during  the  year. 

TABLE  II 


Sessions 

New 

Total 

(combined) 

Cases 

attendances 

Ante-Natal 

175 

1,143 

Post-natal 

( 103 

69 

69 

(iii)  Infant  Welfare  Clinics 

There  is  one  ad  hoc  clinic  in  the  borough  at  New  Ferry  where  an 
infant  welfare  clinic  is  held  each  Wednesday  afternoon.  In  addition, 
there  are  weekly  infant  welfare  clinics  held  in  rented  premises  at  the 
Mayer  Hall,  Bebington;  “Plymyard  House,”  Eastham;  Bromborough 
Council  Offices  and  the  Victoria  Hall,  Higher  Bebington  and  a fort- 
nightly clinic  at  the  Women’s  Institute,  Thornton  Hough.  All  these 
clinics  have  both  a doctor  and  health  visitors  in  attendance,  and  no 
non-medical  sessions  are  held  there. 

During  the  year  8,180  attendances  were  made  which  is  244  more 
than  in  1955. 


TABLE  III 

Total  attendances,  new  cases  and  numbers  seen  by  the  doctor  at 
Infant  Welfare  Clinics  during  1956 


Attendances 

New 

Cases 

Number 

Under 

1—5 

Under 

1—5 

seen  by 

Sessions 

1 year 

years 

1 yr 

years 

doctor 

New  Ferry 

1530 

175 

128 

_ 

630 

51 

Eastham 

1602 

337 

70 

3 

104 

49 

Hr.  Bebington 

1136 

101 

90 

6 

408 

51 

Bromborough 

1275 

245 

70 

- 

378 

51 

Lr.  Bebington 

1274 

276 

93 

15 

293 

48 

T.  Hough  

106 

123 

17 

4 

56 

24 

6923 

1257 

468 

28 

1869 

274 

8180 

496 
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(iv)  Toddlers’  Clinics 

A routine  inspection  of  children  yearly  on  or  about  their  birthday 
is  invaluable  for  the  early  detection  of  physical  and  psychical  defects 
such  as  deafness,  adenoids,  squints,  minor  orthopaedic  defects,  feeding 
and  sleeping  difficulties,  and  is  also  invaluable  for  imparting  such 
simple  health  education  principles  as  home  safety,  nutrition,  exercise 
and  the  various  needs  of  the  child  before  going  to  school.  Such  clinics 
are  held  once  monthly  at  New  Ferry  Clinic  and  at  “Plymyard.”  During 
1956  eighteen  sessions  were  held  when  one  hundred  attendances 
were  made  as  compared  with  sixteen  sessions  and  ninety-four  attend- 
ances in  1955. 


(v)  Special  Clinics  and  Ancillary  Services 

(a)  Orthopaedic  Clinic 

The  orthopaedic  specialist  has  a consultative  clinic  fortnightly 
at  New  Ferry  Welfare  Centre  which  is  a combined  clinic  for  pre- 
school and  school  children.  During  1956  he  had  twenty-four  sessions 
when  494  attendances  were  made  of  children  of  all  ages,  105  of  whom 
were  new  cases.  The  figures  for  1955  were  sessions  22,  attendances 
381,  new  cases  85. 


(b)  Physiotherapy 

The  physiotherapist  attends  two  sessions  per  week  at  the  New 
Ferry  Welfare  Centre  for  treatment  of  orthopaedic  cases. 

TABLE  IV 

Attendances  during  1956  and  1955 


1956 

1955 

Sessions  

91 

93 

New  Cases  

26 

53 

Total  Attendances  

146 

244 

(c)  “Sunlight” 

During  the  winter  months  the  physiotherapist  attends  for  two 
sessions  per  week  at  New  Ferry  Clinic  to  give  ultra-violet  light 
to  children  selected  by  the  medical  officers  and  general  prac- 
titioners as  being  in  need  of  this  treatment.  Table  V shows  the 
work  done  at  this  clinic. 
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TABLE  V 

Attendances  for  “Sunlight” 


1956 

1955 

Sessions  

59 

60 

New  Cases  

65 

75 

Total  Attendances  

648 

728 

(d)  Ophthalmic  Clinic 

The  ophthalmologist  attends  New  Ferry  Welfare  Centre  monthly 
to  see  children  under  5 years  of  age  reported  to  him. 

During  1956  he  saw  37  new  cases  and  1 70  attendances  were  made  as 
compared  with  22  cases  and  134  attendances  in  1955. 

(e)  Ear,  Nose,  and  Throat 

No  ear,  nose  and  throat  clinic  is  held  in  the  local  authority 
premises.  Cases  are  referred  directly  to  Clatterbridge  Hospital. 

(vi)  Infant  Foods 

Purchases  of  branded  infant  foods  during  the  year  amounted  to 
£1,252  and  the  sale  of  these  foods  at  Child  Welfare  Clinics  realised 
£1,227. 

(vii)  Welfare  Foods 

The  arrangements  made  when  these  became  the  responsibility  of 
the  Local  Health  Authority  during  1954  continued.  New  Ferry  clinic 
is  the  main  centre  and  is  open  for  their  sale  every  day.  In  addition 
there  is  a clerk  in  attendance  at  Bromborough  Council  Offices  on  a 
Thursday  morning  and  these  foods  are  sold  at  all  the  Infant  Welfare 
Clinics. 


During  the  year  1956  the  following  Welfare  foods  were  issued: — 


National  Dried  Milk 
Cod  Liver  Oil 
Vitamin  A.  & D.  Tablets 
Orange  Juice 


20oz.  tin-IOid.  22,028 
6 oz.  bottle — free  5,144 

free  2,394 

6 oz.  bottle-5d.  37,328 


Section  23 — Midwifery  Service 

During  1956  the  establishment  of  midwives  was  increased  from 
three  to  four  but  due  to  a variety  of  circumstances  staffing  was  difficult. 
At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  two  permanent  members  of  the 
staff. 
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The  n urses  attended  166  confinements  during  the  year  compared 
with  1 52  during  1 955. 

Births  notified  to  the  borough  during  the  year  took  place  as 


follows 

Domiciliary  166 

Heathfield  Maternity  Home 248 

Clatterbridge  Hospital  285 

Outside  the  Borough  87 


Total  786 

Section  24 — Health  Visiting 

The  establishment  of  health  visitors  is  a senior  and  six  health 
visitors  who  are  almost  wholly  concerned  with  health  visiting  and 
have  very  few  duties  on  the  school  nursing  side. 

The  health  visitor  has  moved  a long  way  from  being  adviser  of 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers.  She  now  encompasses  the  entire 
family  and  all  ages  in  her  net  and  is  adviser  on  all  domiciliary,  medical 
and  social  problems  in  addition  to  her  traditional  duties  in  child 
welfare  and  infectious  disease. 

15,557  effective  domiciliary  visits  were  made  during  the  year  and 
a further  731  calls  were  made  where  no  access  was  obtained. 

TABLE  VI 

Work  done  by  Health  Visitors  during  1956 


Primary  Visits  759 

Revisits  (Infants)  3I6I 

Visits  (1-5  years) 5799 

Visits  re  school  children  55| 

Ante-natal  visits  4I4 

Post-natal  visits  244 

Infectious  Disease  Visits I60 

T.  B.  Visits 661 

Visits  re  Vaccination  and  Immunisation  146 

Visits  re  Domestic  Helps  206 

Visits  re  After-Care,  Aged  and  Handicapped 1891 

Survey  Visits  22 

Visits  re  Mental  Health  |02 

Special  Visits  266 

Visits  to  Day  Nursery  9 

Special  Visits  by  the  Senior  Health  Visitor  I |66 

Attendances  at  Clinics  749 

Special  Interviews  1667 


Total  17,973 
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Section  25 — Home  Nursing  Service 

At  the  end  of  1956  six  home  nurses  were  serving  residents  in  the 
Division  who  were  considered  by  general  practitioners  to  be  in  need 
of  home  nursing,  and  the  relevant  statistics  for  the  year  are  shown 
in  conjunction  with  the  1955  figures,  which  are  given  in  brackets. 

New  Cases  in  1956  Visits  paid  in  1956 

797  (844)  21,121  (20,356) 

Cases  referred  to  hospital  118  (102) 

Deaths  94  (101) 

Section  26 — Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

1.  Vaccination  against  Smallpox 

The  majority  of  the  children  vaccinated  against  smallpox  have 
the  procedure  done  by  their  family  doctor  but  a few  have  it  done  at 
the  vaccination  and  immunisation  clinics  held  by  the  local  health 
authority.  420  children  under  five  were  vaccinated. 

TABLE  VII 

VACCINATION  (Smallpox) 

Under  5 years  5 — 14  years  Total 

420  130  550 

2.  Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Immunisation  against  diphtheria  has  continued  throughout  the 
year  either  alone  or  combined  with  whooping  cough  using  the  Glaxo 
Combined  Antigen  (Diphtheria  Pertussis  Prophylactic)  and  487  children 
under  five  have  had  a complete  course  during  the  year.  Diphtheria  is 
an  unknown  terror  to  many  young  mothers  and  with  the  number  of 
immunisation  procedures  growing  apace  they  tend  to  favour  those 
where  the  disease  is  more  dramatic  but  there  is  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  this  organism  would  not  revive  and  ravage  an  un-immunised 
population  and  every  effort  is  made  to  get  parents  to  consent  to  their 
children  having  this  valuable  preventative. 

TABLE  VIII 


Number  of  children  immunised  against  diphtheria  either  alone  or 
combined  with  whooping  cough  during  1956. 


Under  5 years 

5 — 14  years 

Reinforcing  doses 

1956 

487 

1 1 

102 

1955 

362 

10 

58 

3.  Whooping  Cough 

Whooping  Cough  immunisation  has  been  continued  throughout 
the  year  either  alone  or  in  the  vast  majority  of  cases  combined  with 
diphtheria  using  the  antigen  mentioned  above. 
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Out  of  the  ISO  cases  ofthis  disease  notified  during  the  year  only  4 
were  known  to  have  been  immunised  against  the  disease.  Whooping 
cough  is  notoriously  difficult  to  diagnose  in  the  early  stages  and  I feel 
sure  that  many  of  the  immunised  contract  this  disease  but  have  it 
in  so  mild  a form  that  the  diagnosis  is  not  confirmed.  That  the 
notification  figures  are,  therefore,  manifestly  inaccurate  does  not 
detract  from  the  value  of  the  procedure  as  this  minimising  of  the 
disease  to  a harmless  minor  illness  is,  next  to  complete  prevention, 
the  desirable  goal.  This  minor  illness  will  enhance  the  individuals 
resistance  and,  where  enough  individuals  are  immune,  the  herd 
resistance  to  a very  marked  and  desirable  degree  so  that  in  future 
years  instead  of  being  an  endemic  disease  with  epidemic  episodes  we 
may  well  hope  it  will  become  as  sporadic  as  diphtheria  is  at  present 
due  to  our  efforts  over  the  past  16  years. 

TABLE  IX 


Number  of  children  immunised  against  whooping  cough  either 
alone  or  combined  with  diphtheria. 


Under  5 years 

5-14  years 

Reinforcing  doses 

1956 

444 

6 

II 

1955 

256 

15 

- 

4.  Anterior  Poliomyelitis. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  the  government  announced  that 
enough  safe  and  apparently  potent  vaccine  was  available  to  start 
inoculating  a small  number  of  children.  Parents  of  children  born 
between  the  years  1947-1 954  inclusive  were  asked  to  give  their  consent 
to  their  children  having  this  procedure  but  it  was  made  quite  clear 
that  only  a small  proportion  would  be  given  it  during  the  year.  Those 
not  getting  it  then  would  be  first  to  get  it  as  the  material  became 
available. 

Consents  were  received  for  1,798  children. 

There  was  no  local  or  constitutional  reaction  to  the  antigen.  It  is 
much  too  early  to  say  how  effective  it  will  be  although  figures  from 
other  countries  which  had  started  a year  or  so  earlier  are  encouraging. 
209  children  had  a complete  course  of  two  injections  of  I ml  of  the 
material  given  at  least  three  weeks  apart  and  another  26  had  the  first 
injection. 

5.  B.  C.  G.  Vaccination. 

Efforts  to  protect  schoolchildren  at  the  age  of  13  years  against 
tuberculosis  so  that  they  enter  the  more  strenuous  and  serious  part 
of  their  lives  when  their  world  of  contacts  expands  rapidly  and  it  is 
known  that  the  risks  of  being  infected  actively  are  increased,  con- 
tinued during  the  current  year. 
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This  is  a time  consuming  procedure  involving  at  least  five  or  six 
visits  to  the  schools  for  each  batch  of  children  and  the  head  teachers 
and  staff  have  been  most  co-operative. 

Table  X gives  details  of  numbers  vaccinated. 

TABLE  X 

B.  C.  G.  Vaccination  of  thirteen  year  old  schoolchildren;- 


1955  1956 

1.  Estimated  population  835  711 

2.  Number  of  consents  697  527 

% consenting  83.5  74.1 

3.  Number  of  children  tuberculin  tested  665  493 

4.  Number  of  children  tuberculin  positive  151  81 

% positive  22.7  16.4 

5.  Number  of  children  vaccinated  with  B.  C.  G.  514  412 

6.  Percentage  vaccinated  of  population  61.6  58 


In  addition  54  child  contacts  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  were 
vaccinated  by  the  Chest  Physician  during  the  year. 

Section  27 — Ambulance  Service. 

A 24  hour  a day  service  continued  to  operate  throughout  the  year 
from  the  Ambulance  Station  at  Clatterbridge  Hospital.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  there  were  in  service  four  ambulances  and  two  sitting-case 
vehicles  including  the  ambulance  stationed  at  Lever  Bros. (Port  Sun- 
light) Ltd.,  factory.  The  staff  comprised  one  Ambulance  Supervisor, 
one  senior  driver/attendant  and  sixteen  driver/attendants. 

In  1956  each  journey  averaged  9.8  miles  and  1.9  patients  were 
carried,  as  compared  with  9.6  miles  and  1.9  patients  for  1955. 

The  following  is  a statement  of  the  work  of  the  Ambulance  Service 
during  1956:- 

TABLE  XI 


(1) 

No.  of 
vehicles 

(2) 

Total 
No.  of 
journeys 

(3) 

Total 

patients 

carried 

(4) 

No.  of 
emergency 
calls  inch 
in  Col.  (3) 

(5) 

Total 

mileage 

Directly 

Provided 

Ambs  4 

6,905 

12,830 

979 

60,317 

Service 

Sitting  2 
case  vehicles 

1,536 

3,321 

1 1 

22,323 

Totals  (1956)  6 

8,441 

16,151 

990 

82,640 

Totals  (1955)  6 

8,498 

15,951 

1,125 

82,041 
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The  figure  of  990  shown  in  Col.  (4),  includes  79  Road  accidents, 
39  Works  accidents,  62  Home  accidents  and  21  School  accidents. 

In  addition  to  the  transport  of  members  of  the  public  from  home  to 
to  Hospital  and  home  again,  as  already  shown,  the  Bebington  Ambul- 
ance Service  during  1956  carried  out  at  Clatterbridge  Hospital  internal 
transfer  work  from  ward  to  ward  which  occupied  approximately 
eleven  and  a half  weeks  of  the  combined  working  hours  of  a driver 
and  attendant.  This  service  was  provided  free  to  the  Central  Wirral 
Hospital  Management  Committee  in  lieu  of  rent  for  accommodation 
used  by  the  Ambulance  Service  within  the  hospital  precincts. 

During  the  year  the  practice  was  continued  of  arranging  in 
suitable  cases  for  transport  by  rail. 


Section  28 — Prevention  of  Illness,  Care  and  After-Care. 
Tuberculosis 

Home  visits  to  tuberculosis  patients  by  Health  Visitors  were 
continued  throughout  the  year  and  close  liaison  with  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer,  Dr.  W.  Tough,  was  maintained.  Nursing  equipment  was 
loaned  to  patients  in  appropriate  cases. 

The  following  table  shows  the  state  of  the  register  at  the  31st 
December,  1956,  and  other  relevant  figures  for  the  year. 


TABLE  XII 


Tuberculosis  Register  at  31st  December,  1956 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 


New  cases  placed  on  register 

Pulmonary  

Non-pulmonary 


Male 

Female 

Total 

235 

215 

450 

24 

47 

71 

259 

262 

521 

Male 

Female 

Total 

29 

27 

56 

2 

1 

3 

31 

28 

59 

Cases  removed  from  Register 


Deaths  9 Pulmonary 

Pronounced  cured  Nil 

Left  district  16 

Lost  sight  of  2 

Colonised  at  Wrenbury  Nil 


27 
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Contacts  referred  for  examination  131 

Contacts  examined  176 

Child  contacts  vaccinated  with  B.  C.  G.  54 

Chalets  in  use  8 

Visits  paid  by  Health  Visitors  661 

1956  1955 

Cases  on  Register  at  31st  December  521  489 

No.  of  cases/ 1 ,000  population  ...  10.6  10.0 

New  Cases  * 47  37 

New  Cases/ 1, 000  population  0.9  0.6 

Deaths  9 5 

Death  rate/ 1, 000  population 0.18  0.10 


* These  are  new  cases  notified  for  the  first  time  whilst  residing  in  the 
borough  and  this  figure  does  not  include  transfers. 


Sick  and  Aged  After-Care. 

The  work  under  this  section  continued  vigorously  throughout  the 
year,  and  725  visits  were  made  by  Health  Visitors  in  connection  with 
the  welfare  of  the  chronic  sick,  including  aged  and  infirm.  During  the 
year  issues  of  Home  Nursing  equipment  on  loan  totalled  72,  and 
Domestic  Helps  were  provided  in  105  cases. 

Convalescence  at  the  Lear  Home  of  Recovery,  West  Kirby,  was 
obtained  for  one  person  during  the  year. 

Mental  Health. 

The  Health  Visitors  and  the  duly  authorised  officer  continue  to 
visit  the  mentally  defective.  During  the  year  the  health  visitors  made 
102  visits  in  this  connection. 

Occupation  Centre. 

The  occupation  centre  is  held  in  St.  Mark’s  church  hall  where 
there  is  a general  assembly  room,  two  classrooms,  a kitchen,  toilets 
and  a small  staff  room.  It  is  staffed  by  a supervisor  and  two  assistant 
supervisors  and  there  is  also  a part-time  helper  for  the  dinners.  The 
children  and  staff  get  dinner  from  Grove  Street  School  canteen  and 
these  dinners  are  of  a very  high  standard. 

The  staff  do  an  admirable  job  under  rather  poor  conditions. 
At  present  the  children’s  ages  vary  from  5-16  years  but  it  would  be 
helpful  to  the  parents,  and  desirable  if  provision  could  be  made  for 
those  who  are  older. 

Handicrafts  taught  in  the  Centre  include  needlework,  rug-making, 
weaving,  and  felt  work,  and  the  results  achieved  during  1 956  were  most 
encouraging.  In  suitable  cases  instruction  is  given  in  reading  and 
writing. 

There  were  forty-eight  children  on  the  register  at  3 I st  December, 
1956,  five  more  than  at  the  end  of  1955.  Their  ages  ranged  from 
5-16  years. 
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The  register  was  made  up  as  follows 

District  No  of  children 

on  register 
13 
15 
3 
5 
8 


3 
48 

Section  29 — Domestic  Help  Service. 

The  demand  for  domestic  help  service  during  1956  was  con- 
siderably greater  than  in  any  year  since  the  introduction  of  the  service 
in  1948,  and  as  a result  domestic  helps  were  employed  for  a total  of 
28,894  hours,  5,869  hours  more  than  in  1955. 

Health  Visitors  paid  206  visits  to  households  during  the  course  of 
the  year  in  connection  with  applications  for  the  service,  and  it  is  very 
satisfactory  to  record  that  no  application  had  to  be  refused  and  there 
was  no  waiting  list. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  I full  time  and  28  part-time  helps  were 
employed,  compared  with  2 full  time  and  21  part-time  workers  at 
the  end  of  1955. 

Details  of  cases  provided  with  domestic  help  service  during  the 
year,  together  with  comparative  figures  for  1955  are  as  follows 

TABLE  XIII 

1956  1955 


Maternity  35  25 

Tuberculosis  6 7 

Chronic  sick,  including  aged  and  infirm  105  79 

Others  20  31 


166  142 

The  maximum  charge  to  patients  for  domestic  help  service  was 
2/IOd  per  hour  until  the  3rd  September,  1956,  but  from  that  date  it 
was  increased  to  3/3d.  per  hour.  There  is  a scale  of  charges  in  oper- 
ation whereby  the  amount  payable  is  assessed  according  to  the  income 
of  the  family  concerned  after  deductions  are  made  for  rent,  rates  and 
personal  allowances. 

In  67  of  the  166  cases  provided  with  help  in  the  year  under  review 
the  maximum  charge  was  paid. 


Bebington 
Ellesmere  Port 
Heswall 

Neston  

Hoylake  & West  Kirby 

Greasby  

Pensby  
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SCHOOL  MEDICAL  SERVICES 

The  following  information  has  been  supplied  by  the  County 
Medical  Officer  in  respect  of  the  School  Medical  Services  carried  out 
during  the  year  1956 

Medical  inspection  of  pupils  attending  maintained  Primary, 
Secondary,  and  Grammar  Schools  in  the  Bebington  Division. 


Periodic  Inspections 


Entrants  Intermediates 

Leavers 

Additional 

Total 

Inspections 

examined 

670 

951 

568 

— 

2,189 

General  Conditions 

Age  Group 

Inspected 

Physical 

Condition 

No.  having  had 

Satis. 

Unsatis. 

tonsillectomy 

Entrants  

670 

. 610  

25 

36 

Intermediates 

951 

877 

39 

196 

Leavers  

568 

555  

13 

105 

Other  periodic 

inspections 

— 

— 

— 

- 

2,189 

2,042 

77 

377 

Special  Inspections  and 

Re-examinations 

Examined 

Required 

Referred  for 

Re-examined 

Treatment 

Observation 

849 

140 

149 

872 

Number  examined  for  visual 

acuity 

609 

Children  found  to 

require  treatment  at  Periodic  Examinations 

(excluding  dental  diseases,  infestation  and  cleanliness) 

Age  Group 

For  defective 

For  other 

Total  No. 

vision 

conditions 

with 

(excluding 

(see  Defects 

defects 

squint) 

Found  Section) 

Entrants 

3 

133 

136 

Intermediates 

47 

134 

181 

Leavers 

41 

104 

145 

Other  periodic 

inspections 

— 

— 

- 

Totals 

91 

371 

462 

Number  of  children  referred  for  observation  only  296 

Number  of  parents  present  at  all  inspections  1,666 
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School  Clinics 


Clinic 

Sessions 

New  Cases 

Total 

Doctors’ 

Cases  seen 

attendances 

Sessions 

by  Doctor 

Bromborough 

10 

38 

47 

7 

38 

New  Ferry 

200 

162 

2,665 

36 

607 

Totals 

210 

200 

2,712 

43 

645 

— 

— 

— 1 ■ 

- 

Children  not  seen  by  the  Doctor  are  inspected  by  the  Clinic  Nurse 


Specialist 

Clinics 

Clinic 

New  Cases 

Attendances 

Glasses 

Ophthalmic 
(New  Ferry) 

120 

1,144 

recommended 

428 

Speech  Therapy 
(Bebington) 

29 

615 

Discharged 

31 

Dental  Service 

No.  Inspected  No.  Selected  No.Treated  No.  of  Teeth  No.  of  Teeth 

Extracted  filled 

5,262  3,274  2,579  4,364  4,486 


Handicapped  Pupils 

New  Cases  Re-examinations 


Blind  

— 



Partially  sighted  

— 

1 

Deaf  



— 

Partially  deaf 

— 

— 

Delicate  

4 

18 

Diabetic  

2 

4 

E.S.N 

— 

24 

Epileptic  

5 

12 

Maladjusted  

— 

— 

Physically  handicapped 

3 

22 

Speech  defect 

— 

— 

14 


81 
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Defects  Found  in  the  Course  of  Medical  Inspection 


Periodic  Inspections 

Special  Inspect’s 

Defect  or  Disease 

No.  requiring 
treatment 

No.  requiring 
observation 

No. 

req. 

treat’t 

No. 

req. 

obs’n 

E 

L 

1 

Total 

E 

L 

' 

Total 

1. 

Cleanliness 

2. 

1 nfestation 

(a)  head 

(b)  body 

3. 

Teeth 

1 

2 

10 

13 

— 

1 

2 

3 

1 

1 

4. 

Skin 

14 

35 

! 6 

65 

1 

4 

5 

10 

1 1 

3 

5. 

Eyes 

(a)  vision 

3 

41 

45 

89 

2 

3 

12 

17 

48 

28 

(b)  squint 

8 

— 

2 

10 

4 

1 

3 

8 

7 

6 

(c)  other 

3 

— 

4 

7 

2 

1 

1 

4 

— 

1 

6. 

Ears 

(a)  hearing 

3 

_ 

1 

4 

3 

2 

5 

4 

4 

(b)  otitis  media 

1 

— 

3 

4 

3 

1 

— 

4 

— 

2 

(c)  other 

1 

— 

2 

3 

1 

— 

2 

3 

— 

3 

7. 

Nose  and  Throat 

59 

6 

36 

101 

79 

4 

18 

101 

27 

30 

8. 

Speech 

1 

— 

3 

4 

5 

— 

2 

7 

6 

10 

9. 

Lymphatic  Glands  R. 

1 

— 

3 

4 

19 

— 

3 

22 

— 

7 

..  L. 

1 

— 

3 

4 

19 

— 

3 

22 

1 

6 

10. 

Heart 

— 

1 

1 

2 

9 

1 

3 

13 

2 

2 

II. 

Lungs 

12 

2 

6 

20 

18 

4 

10 

32 

2 

16 

12. 

Developmental  : 
(a)  hernia 

2 

2 

(b)  other 

1 

1 

— 

2 

4 

— 

3 

7 

1 

5 

13. 

Orthopaedic  : 

(a)  posture 

4 

35 

24 

63 

2 

4 

6 

22 

(b)  feet 

15 

5 

1 1 

31 

25 

3 

12 

40 

15 

8 

(c)  other 

8 

6 

4 

18 

2 

1 

1 

4 

7 

7 

14. 

Nervous  System 
(a)  epilepsy 

1 

1 

5 

7 

2 

4 

(b)  other 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

15. 

Psychological  ; 

(a)  development 

2 

1 

3 

3 

6 

3 

12 

1 

10 

(b)  stability 

3 

— 

6 

9 

2 

3 

3 

8 

— 

10 

16. 

Abdomen 

17. 

Other 

9 

16 

16 

41 

4 

6 

2 

12 

8 

12 

152 

151 

197 

500 

207 

42 

99 

00 

m 

166 

175 

E Entrants 
L Leavers 

I Intermediates  & Others 
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